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Dear Parents and Friends,
The final week of Term 1 is upon us and we will end it with the Autumn 
Trading Table this Friday, 12 April, 11am-2pm.  Everyone is welcome to 
come.  It is a busy final week with High School Games day on Tuesday and 
the AGM on Thursday.   For the AGM we require a quorum of 50 members, 
please RSVP today via email: dbottin@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.  Please 
remember that School finishes at 12:30pm this Friday.  
I wish to take the opportunity to thank the 40/100 Committee with a special 
thanks to Sally Amazon, Caroline Craddock, Deborah Bottin and Anna 
Simpson for organising two significant events this term, the welcome barbeque 
and last Friday’s Bush Dance.   It is great to see the community thriving and 
having fun together.  
It is with anticipation of the upcoming term, that I wish everyone a very 
happy school holidays.   During the holidays a group of students and teacher, 
Katherine Goodrick will be travelling to Switzerland to attend an International 
Youth Conference at the Goetheanum.   
Please join me to wish them Bon Voyage.  I look forward to their stories upon 
their return.  

“If we do not believe within ourselves this deeply rooted     
feeling that there is something higher than ourselves, we shall 

never find the strength to evolve into something higher.” ”
By Rudolf SteinerM
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High School Games
Class 12 Excursion Monarto Zoo

Class 10 Practice Bushwalk Mt 
Crawford (returns 12 April 2019)

Class 10 Practice Bushwalk Mt 
Crawford

6pm Annual General Meeting 
LAC (Please RSVP)

Parent Craft Group
Class 10 Practice Bushwalk Mt 
Crawford 
11am - 2pm Autumn Trading 
Table
LAST DAY OF TERM 1
12.30pm school finishes

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Important Dates
Next week...
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

(office open 9am to 3pm)

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

(office open 9am to 3pm)

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

(office open 9am to 3pm)

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

(office closed)

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

(office closed)

GOOD FRIDAY

We return to school on Monday,  29 April 2019.  In Term 2, we will welcome 
Class 10 students from Abahya Waldorf School in India; work on the School 
Reconciliation Action Plan in meetings during 14-17 May with Steiner 
Education Australia representatives, Steve Evans and Kerrilee Clark; hold the 
Groundswell Unconference to support the development of Waldorf Education 
in South Australia on Saturday, 18 May and celebrate the official opening of 
the new buildings on Friday, 24 May at 2pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend 
so SAVE the dates.   

Last Day of Term 1
Friday 12 April 2019
12.35pm Finish

From the Principal

Hi. I’m Damon Epstein.  I joined this class at the 
beginning of Class 4 so I’ve been studying at Mount 
Barker Waldorf for about eight years to date.  
The class camps at this school have probably produced 
the best memories and experiences for me.  They have a 
lot to offer.
For my Class 12 Project, I am embarking on an exploration 
of sports and what makes them so entertaining and 
engaging in our culture. 
I will discover much about the theory of sport 
development, it’s structures and form while creating my 
own game or sport.

Class 12 Graduates

Friday 12 April 2019

Last day of Term 1

12.30pm Finish

Damon Epstein

Helen Platell, JD | Principal



 
 

MT BARKER WALDORF SCHOOL, A SCHOOL FOR RUDOLF STEINER EDUCATION INC. 

ABN 86 610 445 079 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
11 April 2019, 6pm in Living Arts Centre 

 

NOTICE is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting of the Mount Barker Waldorf School, A 
School for Rudolf Steiner Education Inc. to be held on Thursday, 11 April for the 2018 School Year 
commencing at 6:00 pm at the premises of the school, 27 Sims Road, Mt Barker, South Australia in the 
Living Arts Centre. 

AGM Agenda Draft 
 

6:00 pm Music and Slide show 

6:10 pm 
 
Welcome, Introductions and apologies. 
Approval of Minutes from previous AGM 

6:20 pm Presentation and Review of 2018 

6:35 pm Report by Board Appointments Committee 
- Farewell to Board members completing their term of Office 

Announcement of new Board Members 

6:50 pm Board Appointments Committee election 

7:00 pm Business Report 
- Presentation of the audited Financial Statements 
- Appointment of the auditor for the forthcoming year 

7:15 pm 
 
Future Strategic Plan 
 

7:30 pm Questions/Open Forum  
 
7:45 pm 

 
AGM closed and Light Supper to follow 

  
 

AGM Agenda





I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all those who helped make the Bush Dance on Friday evening 
a reality!  I am left with so many lovely impressions, including looking around that huge circle of smiling faces 
and seeing little children, middle sized children, big children and adults, all dancing together.  Pairs of people of all 
heights making arches for the rest of us to dance through and whole families skipping down the rows!  Watching a 
small group of high school students willingly and competently step in to serve the supper when it became evident 
there had been a communication breakdown and the expected help had not arrived (thank you Maddie, David, 
Charlotte, Ashlee and Yolanda).  

Grateful thanks to the band, The Offsiders for providing beautiful, lilting tunes for us all to dance to and managing 
to create some order out of the chaos!

So many other people stepped up when called upon, including the Class 5 parents, who made a delicious spread of 
finger food (and orange sorbet, thanks, Cyd!) for us all to refresh ourselves with between dances, the people who 
decorated the hall (Ellie, Natalie, Sally and Meridy), donated fairy lights and bunting and greenery.  There were also 
some other lovely helpers who made themselves at home in the kitchen during the evening.  Thank you.

Afterwards, when we all had sore feet and tired bodies, some stayed behind to help magic it all away again, and I am 
too scared to name names here for fear of forgetting someone.  To the dedicated Class 11 parents and helpers, thank 
you!  

Thanks to Daryl and Simon for sprucing up and driving the Land Rover to Echunga and back again.  It really did 
provide a stunning backdrop for those entering the hall.

And to the 40/100 committee, Sally, Deborah Bottin (who sold tickets on the night and managed the supper takings) 
and Debra, Tania, Caroline and Elise for unfailing support and enthusiasm.  It is such a privilege to work with 
supportive individuals, and we achieved together so much more than any one of us could have done alone.  

We have some straw bales left over. If anyone is interested in purchasing them for $8 per bale, please phone me on 
0434 839 852.

Looking forward to what next term brings!
Anna



Martial Arts

Influenza A

Student Exchange

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED  
IN APRIL/MAY 2019 

Each year we have a partnership with the Abhaya 
Waldorf School Hyderabad, India for a month while 
the students attend the Class 10 Surveying Camp 
held at the Flinders Ranges followed by the Main 
Lesson study. We are seeking hosts from the wider 
community. 
Host families need to be able to supply: 
- DCSI clearance for anyone 18+ living at your home 
- Visiting student must have their own room 
- Be able to accommodate for about two weeks (they 
will be on the Surveying camp for two weeks). 
Each student will pay $150 per week paid to the host 
family to cover costs for their two week stay at your 
home. 
The dates for the groups visit is the 24 April to the 25 
May,  2019.
Please contact Katherine Goodrick via email  
kgoodrick@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au if your family 
would like to apply to host a student from India. 

Friends of the Garden
Friends of the Garden meet every Thursday morning from 
9am to 10.30am during term time down in the school plant 
nursery.  Tasks include propagation and potting up young 
plants.  Everyone welcome - no experience needed.  If 
you have young children they are also welcome.  Just 
turn up, or contact Sue for all enquiries.

Plants for Sale
Volunteers and students propagate and grow plants 
for sale in the plant nursery.  Purchase  can be made 
Thursday mornings from 9am to 10.30am during term 
time, or by appointment.  All proceeds returned to the 
school.  Contact Sue.

Gardening

Sue | 0408 854 919

The school has been notified of a case 
of Influenza A in the primary school.  
Common symptoms are fever, achy muscles 
(especially in your back, arms, and legs), stuffy 
nose, sore throat, cough, fatigue and headache.
The Incubation period for Influenza is 1 to 4 days.  A 
person is considered infectious from 1 day before onset 
of symptoms up to 7 days from onset of symptoms. 
Viral shedding is greatest in the first 3 to 5 days of 
illness.   Young children may shed virus for longer, up 
to 7 to 10 days.  Should your child present with any 
of the above symptoms, please seek medical advice.

Tuesday - 4:00pm to 5:00pm 
In the Gym!

A defense focused discipline for ages 6 to 13 
Blending Aikido, Judo, Jujitsu and Muay Thai.

$5 per lesson - Pay on the day
Aaron Lokkin



On Thursday 4 April 2019, 25 students in Classes 
4 to 7 participated in the SAPSASA Barker District 
Athletics Carnival. 
Students participated in Long Jump, High Jump, 
Discus, Shot Put and track events.  Several students 
made the 100m and 200m finals.
The relay races were a highlight of the day, with nearly 
all students participating in a relay team.  Matias 
Schmidt came first in the Shot Put for his age group 
and second for Discus, and Evie Reid came second 
for Shot Put in her age group.  Flynn Weatherstone 
came second in the 13 year old boys 800m final.
All students participated with a great attitude and 
enjoyed the perfect weather.
Thank you to the many parents who came and 
supported the students, particularly Kate Eckermann 
and Ben Quadt.
A fun day was had by all and I look forward to next 
year’s event. 

SAPSASA Athletics

Elise Duffield



So here we were at the end of the first decade, in 1989. 
The school had settled into its rural environment. There 
was more building to come, but every class group had a 
room, from Kindergarten to Class 12. The final double 
classroom building had been quietly erected in the latter 
part of the previous year, using the 1987 and 1988 Spring 
Fair funds raised by volunteer parent activity and with 
Business Manager Chris Masters’ steady hand at the 
tiller.

Throughout 1988, the College of Teachers had worked 
towards securing registration for Class 11, so that 
we could move into the senior school, and this was 
confirmed in November of that year with a very welcome 
letter from the School’s Registration Board.  Two of the 
original students from Jennifer Bundey’s 1979 Class 1 in 
Norwood, along with a small number of students who’d 
joined them along the way, moved into the new, purpose-
built classroom on the slope above the Library courtyard. 
Our senior high school had begun.
At the same time, another South Australian Waldorf 
initiative was launched, as Marita Huxholl lit the story 
candle for a small Kindergarten group in March 1989, 
marking the first days of the Willunga Waldorf School, 
which was also to grow to a full complement of classes 
from Kindergarten to Class 12.
At Mount Barker in February 1989, Class 1 greeted their 
teacher Sue Greenwood (Garrood) for the first time. 
Sue was a key parent member of the Southern Vales 
group whose children had been bussed to school from 
the Willunga region. The school also welcomed music 
teacher Lyndon Piddington, who brought his love of 
music and experience as a singer to class groups, as we 
farewelled John Billing.  Dennis Millar joined the school 
to teach mathematics and join Peter Glasby in scientific 

Looking Back: Celebrating 40 Years

Feature Image:
Mount Barker Waldorf School staff, 1989

1989 -The Class 11 & 12 building



pursuits! And later in the year our first teacher of 
Bothmer gymnastics, Kim Brooking-Payne, arrived from 
England with his wife Alison, a Waldorf Kindergarten 
teacher taking some years away from teaching to work 
with aromatherapy. It was good to see Damien Gilroy 
stepping into the breach once more, as he’d done with 
Maria Melino’s class, and returning from sabbatical to 
teach Class 2. 
The year unfolded as a year will do in a Waldorf School, 
with plays, seasonal festivals, camps, sport, work 
experience for the older students and the foundation for 
it all, the intrinsic richness of the curriculum itself. 
Miha Pogacnik and Diedre Irons visited once again to 
play their magical music, and the stream of visitors to 
the school from various corners of the world continued. 
There was a wonderful Spring Fair, as there had been 
each year since 1979. All Seasons, the school shop, 
was a Mount Barker main street fixture, providing an 
impressive array of goods from wholefoods, gourmet 
sandwiches and organic vegetables to beautiful cards, 
gifts and Jurlique products. 
The Parent Support Network had been established some 
years before to provide mutual support for managing 

childhood illness and had evolved to become a broader 
support group. The Parent Council was active, continuing 
to meet monthly. Parents became more involved in the 
school by contributing to committees that managed 
different aspects of the school’s wide-ranging work.  The 
school was now ready to step into the 1990s with a full 
complement of classes from Kindergarten to Class 12. 
I hope this series on Mount Barker Waldorf School’s 
first decade has provided a glimpse of the energy and 
excitement of those early years. It was an intense time 
and there were challenges and setbacks to be met, but in 
a strange way these were part of the pleasure of growing, 
creating and building. The greatest joy of all was working 
with the children – working with them, laughing with 
them, watching them blossom.
We end with photographs of them – the students at the 
heart of all our efforts, from 1979 to 1989, and with an 
image of the staff group of that 10th anniversary year.

1987 – Class 10, with Class Guardian, Milton

1988 – Jeremy’s Class 6

1989 – Class 11 (Joanna, Tamara, Julian, Michael, 
Zaimon and Justin) photographed by Class 
Guardian, John

Preparing for the annual staff photograph, 1989

Doreen Mellor



1985 – Mark’s Class 1 1986 – Craig’s Class 3

1984 – David’s Class 5 1985 – Jennifer’s Class 7

1983 – Alduino’s Class 7 1983 – Maria’s Class 3 (Fourmy/Ralph collection)

1980 – David’s Class 1 on Spring Festival day. 1982 – Kindergarten with Milton and Bethany. 



Photo Gallery
Class 10



Community



 
  

 

Calendar of Events 
Head Heart and Hands Imaginative Play 

81A Main Rd Nairne 

 

Stargold Puppets 
present 

An Autumn Story 
For 3 year olds and older 

 
 

Saturday 13 April 
 

 11.30am 
 

Cost:$6 per person 
 

Bookings Essential  
ph 83880075 

 
Opening Hours  

Wednesday to Friday 11am to 3pm  
( we will be closing at 2pm in the holidays) 

Saturdays 11am to 2pm  
   We are happy to open after hours by appointment  phone 0423202784 

 
stargold@internode.on.net 

 
You can find us on Facebook                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

Calendar of Events 
Head Heart and Hands Imaginative Play 

81A Main Rd Nairne 

Workshops in April/May  
 

Making an Autumn Garden 
For 5 year olds and older 

Saturday 13 April at 1pm or by appointment 
Cost: $16 includes all materials 

 

Decorating Pysanky Easter Eggs 
For 8 year olds and older 

Wednesday 17 April at 1pm or by appointment 
Cost: $20 includes materials 

 

Decorating Easter Felted Bags 
For 7 year olds and older 

Thursday 18 April at 1pm or by appointment 
Cost: $20 includes materials 

Making Large Waldorf Dolls 
Saturday sessions commencing 11 May  
Thursday sessions commencing 16 May 

9.30am to 2.30pm 
Cost: $50 per session (2 sessions) not including materials 

 

Bookings essential   phone 83880075 
 

Opening Hours  
Wednesday to Friday 11am to 3pm 

( we will be closing at 2pm in the holidays)  
Saturdays 11am to 2pm 

We are happy to open after hours by appointment  phone 0423202784 
stargold@internode.on.net 

 
You can find us on Facebook          

ON 



GUT HEALTH WORKSHOP 
at The Farm For Wellbeing Flaxley 

27th April 2019 10am-4pm 

Tickets and more information 
via www.eventbrite.com.au

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy, position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your own 
inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.


